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KITCHENER – The Highway-
men first hit the road in 1963, 
a handful of young guys with a 
shared love of old cars.

There were other car clubs 
around back then, established 
groups with members this 
younger crowd looked up to. 
“We followed their influence,” 
said Donny Hishon. “Those 
guys were heroes, as far as we 
were concerned.”

But a few years’ difference 
in age made all the differ-
ence, and Hishon and his pals 
weren’t allowed to join the ex-
isting clubs. “So we thought 
we’d start our own,” said Jerry 
Kay.

The Highwaymen Car Club 
was born, the basement of 
Hishon’s home serving as its 
first clubhouse.

Determined to put a dif-
ferent spin on the hell-bent-
for-leather reputation of the 
hot rodders of the day, club 
members created their own 
roadside assistance program. 
They’d stop to help stranded 
motorists with extra gas or 
water they carried in their 
cars, handing out courtesy 
cards that promoted the club.

As the club grew, so did the 
desire to give back to the com-
munity. Proceeds from its an-

nual Graffiti Car Show have 
long supported the Children’s 
Wish Foundation of Cana-
da, now amalgamated with 
Make-A-Wish Foundation 
and known as Make-A-Wish 
Canada. Other charities have 
also benefited from the High-
waymen’s generosity over 
the years, with funds raised 
through club dances, rallies 
and cruise nights.

Now, as the Kitchener-based 
club nears its 60th anniver-
sary, it’s longevity, reputation 
and good works have earned it 
a place in the Canadian Street 
Rodding Hall of Fame.

“They really made it easy for 
us this year,” said Gary Wel-
don, a member of the hall’s 

steering committee. “As 
hobbyists, we’re very proud 
of what they’ve done.”

Created in 1993, the Hall of 
Fame recognizes individu-
als, clubs and corporations 
that have been instrumental 
in developing and promot-
ing street rodding in Canada. 
Kay, a founding member of 
the Highwaymen, was in-
ducted as an individual last 
year; his brother, Ken, re-
nowned for his custom paint 
work, was inducted in 2005.

“We consider it a great hon-
our,” current Highwaymen 
club president Ken Chappell 
said. “I call it our time to shine.”

A street rod is, loosely speak-
ing, an old car that’s seen 
some, or a lot of, upgrades 
— such as newer steering 
and braking systems, a new-
er motor and wiring — and 
added creature comforts. 
Defining old is tricky as well. 
“You can ask nine people 
and get 10 answers about 
what’s old,” Weldon said.
The hot rods of the High-
waymen’s youth are often 
referred to as street rods to-
day, though some make the 
distinction between cars 
meant for the track, and 
those meant for the street.
The Highwaymen them-
selves aren’t overly picky. 
“We represent antiques, cus-
toms, street rods and clas-
sic cars,” said Clare Pome-
roy, a member since 1968.
Some of their cars have graced 
the pages of magazines, like 
Jerry Kay’s 1932 Ford five-

window coupe — “by hot 
rod standards, that is the 
car,” said Larry Hackbart. 
Others represent works-
in-progress, looking like 
they’ve only just been saved 
from the barn or field where 
they languished for years.
That’s actually where Kay’s 
coupe originated, an engine-
less rescue from a farmer’s 
field near Caledonia 55 years 
ago. “My wife bought that 
car for me for $300,” he said. 
It hits the road these days 
with a 330-horsepower Cor-
vette engine under the hood.
Club membership has hov-
ered around 30 people in re-
cent years, and while there 
have never been any female 
members, anyone interested 
is welcome to contact them. 
Spouses and partners often 
help out with club events.
“We are looking for younger 
members,” Pomeroy said. 

“We’ve got about four young 
guys, but they’re all 50,” 
Hackbart added with a laugh.
Having moved out of His-
hon’s basement decades ago, 
the Highwaymen eventu-
ally bought a former church 
on Lancaster Street, outfit-
ting it with a hoist, a wash 
bay and 10 stalls for mem-
bers to work on their cars.
Vehicles in various states of re-
pair and restoration are lined 
up along the ground floor, 
some peeking out from un-
der protective covers. Mem-
bers lean on each other for 
the mechanical know-how, 
and the motivation, to keep 
the extensive projects going.
“I know just enough to get 
myself in trouble,” said Chap-
pell. His ’66 Mustang was 
one of those collaborations. 
“There’s a dozen guys who 
helped me put it together.”
Upstairs, up a spiral stair-

case, there’s a large room 
and kitchen where mem-
bers socialize, share dinners 
and hold meetings twice a 
month. “We stopped it for 
COVID-19,” explained Chap-
pell. “We haven’t been able 
to do shows, but a lot of guys 
just enjoy going on runs.”
Putting the annual Graf-
fiti Car Show on hold was 
disappointing, though, as 
it means pausing the con-
tributions they’ve made 
to Make-A-Wish Canada.
“The Highwaymen are al-
ways there to lend a hand 
whenever needed and all 
I have had to do is ask and 
they have been right there 
doing whatever they can, 
plus more,” the foundation’s 
regional development spe-
cialist, Anne Boehm, said in 
an email. “Knowing that they 
are in our corner has always 
been a comfort that words 

cannot begin to describe.”
Boehm said the club has been 
supporting her organization 
for nearly two decades, rais-
ing more than $53,500 in the 
process. “For their club to 
be inducted into the Cana-
dian Street Rodding Hall of 
Fame is so richly deserved 
and we are so incredibly 
happy and proud of them.”
There are already a lot of 
plaques and awards on dis-
play in the Highwaymen’s 
clubhouse, in recognition 
of the group’s efforts and 
achievements over the years. 
None quite carry the weight 
of the Hall of Fame induction.
“They’re the Highwaymen. 
People can say that and be 
proud of it,” said the hall’s 
Weldon. “They set pretty 
high standards, they live 
up to them. They’re a good 
asset to the community.”

Cars parked at the Highwaymen Car Club in Kitchener during a 
recent get-together.

At top: Members of Kitchener’s Highwaymen Car Club, from 
left, Jerry Kay, Clare Pomeroy and Ken Chappel are pictured 
with their vwehicles – a 1932 Ford five-window coupe, a ’34 
Ford pickup, and a ’33 Plymouth five-window coupe.

COURTESY OF AL ANDERSON


